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INTRODUCTION1 

   On May 14, 2018, seventy years after the declaration of the State of Israel, 
at the consecration of the United States Embassy in Jerusalem, Pastor John 
Hagee2 delivered an inspiring prayer to God in front of all the visiting digni-
taries. Hagee concluded with the words: “Let the name of the Lord be glori-
fied today, for the defender of Israel today, tomorrow and forever, is here. 
Can we all shout Hallelujah (praise God)? Amen!”3 

   This took place exactly 70 years to the day of the official return of the Jew-
ish nation to the Land of Israel, and can be seen as the latest in a line of gen-
tiles playing a role of biblical significance. Throughout the Bible alongside 
the Israelites are non-Israelite friends and admirers who support, extol, de-
fend, and in many circumstances bless Israel and God. Often, they will do so 
uttering the now ubiquitous Jewish phrase “barukh Hashem” (blessed is 
God)! 
 
ABRAHAM THE BLESSING 

   The notion of blessing regarding individuals appears most prominently in 
the Bible in God’s incipient interaction with Abraham; it is indeed the condi-
tion upon which their relationship is launched. In the aftermath of the Flood, 
where God reset the world (Genesis 6:6), He chooses a different method for 
monitoring and guiding humanity – less about direct intervention and more 
about peer-to-peer development. The election of Abraham was a critical stage 
in how God would operate. He appoints a representative in the world who 
would call out in His name and remind humanity of the Creator.4 When, after 
humanity sought to make a name for themselves (Genesis 11:4), Abraham did 
the opposite, calling out in the name of God (Genesis 12:8). God responds by 
sending Abraham to Canaan, the most central location in the ancient near-
eastern civilization, the cross-roads between Mesopotamia and Egypt. 
   Abraham’s unspoken mission was to call out the name of God to all who 
would listen,5 to be the role model for the world, speaking truth and perform-
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ing kindness – the ultimate balance of hesed ve-emet. And thus, Abraham 
spends much of his time traversing north and south, east and west, calling out 
in God’s name.6 In fact, while God does not give Abraham instructions other 
than to move to the land, He does speak of the rewards Abraham will receive: 
The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great na-
tion, And I will bless you (va’avarechekha); I will make your name great, 
And be a blessing (veh’ye berakha). I will bless those who bless you And 
curse him that curses you; And all the families of the earth Shall bless them-
selves by you (ve’nevrekhu bekha)” (Gen. 12:1-3).  
   The guiding word for the paragraph is barukh (bless), appearing five times 
in this short segment. Many commentators attempt to understand the repeti-
tion of barukh, and especially the expression, “be a blessing.” Rabbi Samson 
Rafael Hirsch, in his commentary to Genesis 12:3, explicates: As opposed to 
the nations of the world, Abraham will become a berakhah. The world wants 
to be “blessed,” but the ideal is to become the blessing. I want [says God] to 
make you a nation that will be a light to the nations, a nation that when others 
look at you they will know their mission, and your mission is to be that bless-
ing. As opposed to the other nations who concern themselves with physical 
blessings and self-aggrandizement, you, Abraham, hear one voice, “be the 
blessing.” Your life will be sanctified for Godly purposes, of bringing love 
and peace to all in the world, and to return the world to its splendor.  
   The paragraph concludes with yet another formulation of berakha in the 
words And all the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you 
(ve’nevrekhu bekha) (Gen. 12:3). In his comments on Genesis 12:2, Don 
Isaac Abarbanel continues this notion of Abraham enlightening the world and 
bringing the people to an awareness of God hitherto forgotten: 
   Though having said 'and there will be blessing through you all of the fami-
lies of the land and in your seed'. I will say that in this way God explained to 
him the purpose of the leaving which He commanded him. And that is that 
because of him they will be blessed and influenced and many nations will 
come to learn about God for as he calls out in God's name they will recognize 
the truth through him...but the purpose of the journey was hinted to him in 
the words 'and there will be a blessing' that God commanded him that when 
he goes there will be a blessing among the nations in their learning (about 
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God) and in his informing them (the nations) of the true faith in a way that 
the world will be perfected through him. And God informed him that his spe-
cial care for the world will be contagious as others will take his Torah and 
learn of his faith. And on this the Torah states 'I will bless those who bless 
you', meaning those who bless and praise you: those who are inclined to your 
discipline of God and those who accept your faith, I will bless them and 
make their lives better.  
   We can understand the emphasis on berakha not only in terms of what the 
nations of the world would receive through Abraham (physical and spiritual 
bounty) but also by what they would impart, they would bestow berakha to 
the world. In order for God’s plan to work it could not only be Abraham and 
his people enlightening the world about God’s beneficence; nations of the 
world who were the recipients of said berakha would disseminate it as well.  
 
FIVE STAGES  

   There are many developmental stages in the Bible which act as transitional 
points in the life of Abraham, his family and ultimately the nation which 
would emerge from his seed. I would like to focus on five which I believe 
form a progression, reaching its apex in the personality of King Solomon.7 
Each personality represents another facet in the divine plan relayed to Abra-
ham: 
1. Abraham the monotheist 
2. Moses the nationalist 
3. Joshua the conqueror of Israel 
4. David the king messiah 
5. Solomon the builder of the Temple 
   At each stage, the hero calls out in God’s name, either in the literal sense, 
as in the case of Abraham, or figuratively, by shepherding the nation of Israel 
and guiding them to fulfill their mission, which must include a call to the 
nations of the world to know God. Each time, there is a gentile counterpart 
who represents the one who hears the call and comes close to the camp, 
helps, praises, offers sacrifices, gives a gift of themselves to Israel, and then 
blesses God. Once done, each individual goes back to their respective homes 
and presumably continues to preach the lessons learned about God and the 
Israelites to their compatriots.8 
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ABRAHAM AND MELCHIZEDEK 

   As noted, the entire process begins with Abraham and his interaction with 
the many kings of the surrounding lands once he arrives to Canaan. It is only 
upon Abraham’s assumption of warrior and victor that a shift takes place 
amongst the other kings and their attitudes:  
   When he returned from defeating Chedorlaomer and the kings with him, the 
king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh, which is the 
Valley of the King. And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and 
wine; he was a priest of God Most High. He blessed him, saying, “Blessed be 
Abram of God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God 
Most High, Who has delivered your foes into your hand.” And he gave him a 
tenth of everything. (Gen. 14: 17-20). 
   Immediately after the battle in which Abraham defeated the four kings and 
saved Lot’s life, an interchange between him and the kings takes place.9 At 
this moment, Melchizedek interjects and praises Abraham, bringing out bread 
and wine. He then continues to bless Abraham and the God Most High.10 
What prompts Melchizedek to make such a gesture? We can assume that 
Melchizedek heard about Abraham’s identity as a man of God, perhaps also a 
man of kindness; yet, when he saw the strength and fortitude Abraham 
showed to save his nephew he heard the “call in the name of God” and came 
to Abraham’s side. He blessed him and blessed his God, and went home.  
 
MOSES AND JETHRO 

   If Abraham represents the individual who is charged with God’s mission to 
enlighten the world about God, Moses is the national equivalent. Abraham’s 
plan of spreading the name of God worked for his generation, through his 
encounters with Melchizedek as well as Efron, Avimelekh, Mamre and Phar-
aoh, yet he together with Sarah were just one couple. Abraham’s legacy con-
tinued with Yitzhak and developed with Yaakov and the twelve tribes, yet 
abruptly ends with descent to Egypt and a new king who no longer knows 
about God.  
   Moses represents the nation of Israel. It is he who leads the people out of 
slavery, but more importantly towards Sinai and an understanding of their 
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mission in the world – to continue the legacy of Abraham, go to the land, and 
call out in God’s name.11 We find a gentile response here as well. 
(1) Jethro priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard all that God had 
done for Moses and for Israel His people, how the LORD had brought Israel 
out from Egypt. (5) Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought Moses’ sons and 
wife ... (8) Moses then recounted to his father-in-law everything that the 
LORD had done to Pharaoh .... (9) And Jethro rejoiced over all the kindness 
that the LORD had shown Israel ... (10) “Blessed be the LORD,” Jethro said, 
“who delivered you from the Egyptians and from Pharaoh, .... (11) Now I 
know that the LORD is greater than all gods, ...” (12) And Jethro, Moses’ 
father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices for God; and Aaron 
came with all the elders of Israel to partake of the meal before God ... (13) 
Next day, Moses sat as magistrate among the people, while the people stood 
about Moses from morning until evening (Exodus 18). 
   Jethro hears of God’s salvation, of the Exodus, and of the miraculous birth 
of the nation of Israel, and comes to the Israelite camp. True, he brings Tzip-
porah and Moshe’s sons, yet the thrust of his visit is not personal or familial 
but national and religious. He hears of the miracles, and feels the need to 
come to the Israelite camp. There he says the special words which prove that 
the nation of Israel is on the right track, barukh Hashem (blessed is the Lord) 
who delivered you from Pharaoh…now I know that the Lord is greater than 
all other gods… In addition to his declaration and blessing, Jethro also offers 
sacrifices and joins the Israelites in a festive meal. After his experience Jethro 
returns home.  
   There is a debate in the Talmud as well as in modern commentaries as to 
whether he went home to convert his family and then rejoin the Israelites, or 
if it was enough for him to come and be inspired but then return to his home 
and remain there as a Midianite priest.12 I believe Jethro went home to Midi-
an and spread to his people13 the message of the greatness of the God of the 
Hebrews and the miracles with which He redeemed His nation. He stayed a 
Midianite priest, but his consciousness was forever altered in that he under-
stood that the Israelites are indeed a blessed nation due to their unique posi-
tion in God’s plan.  
 
JOSHUA AND RAHAB 
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   The Torah closes with the death of Moses, and a new leader takes the ba-
ton—Joshua.  
(3) The king of Jericho thereupon sent orders to Rahab: “Produce the men 
who came to you and entered your house, for they have come to spy out the 
whole country.” (4) The woman, however, had taken the two men and hidden 
them. “It is true,” she said, “the men did come to me, but I didn’t know 
where they were from. (6) Now she had taken them up to the roof and hidden 
them under some stalks of flax which she had lying on the roof. (9) She said 
to the men, “I know that the LORD has given the country to you, because 
dread of you has fallen upon us, and all the inhabitants of the land are quak-
ing before you. (10) For we have heard how the LORD dried up the waters of 
the Sea of Reeds for you when you left Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and 
Og, the two Amorite kings across the Jordan, whom you doomed. (11) When 
we heard about it, we lost heart, and no man had any more spirit left because 
of you; for the LORD your God is the only God in heaven above and on earth 
below..., we will show you true loyalty when the LORD gives us the land” 
(Joshua 2). 
   Just as Jethro heard of the greatness of God in Egypt, Rahab also hears. She 
hears of God’s promise to the Israelites to return them to their homeland (in 
which she lives); she hears of the overt miracles of the splitting of the sea and 
the battles with the enemies of Israel on their way to Canaan. She “knows” 
that the land is bequeathed to Israel and that the inhabitants of Canaan are 
quaking.  
   Rahab uses the exact same words that appear in the song of the sea (Exodus 
15:15-16/Joshua 2:9; Deuteronomy 4:47/Joshua 2:10). But the most im-
portant verse Rahab borrowed from the Torah concerns her understanding of 
the greatness of God. While she does not outright say “barukh Hashem” she 
does recognize the greatness of God, quoting the words of Moses, For God is 
the Lord in heaven above and on the ground below (Deuteronomy 4:39) 
when she said For God your Lord He is the Lord in heaven above and on the 
ground below (Josh. 2:11). 
   Rahab hears and knows, and she risks her life in order to protect the mes-
sengers who are from the chosen nation of God. In return, she and her family 
are saved from the conquest of Jericho. In the final verse it is reported that 
Rahab lived amidst Israel until this day (6:25). Commentators such as Radak 
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conclude that she converted and even married Joshua, but the simple reading 
is that she remains a Canaanite woman who earned the right to live side by 
side with the Israelites due to her actions and her recognition of the God of 
Israel.  
 
DAVID AND HIRAM 

   David succeeded in uniting Israel, defeating its enemies, restoring God to 
the core of the Israelite conscience, and building a capital in Jerusalem. He 
spread throughout his kingdom the virtues founded by Abraham, ideals he 
strove to fulfill his entire life: David reigned over all Israel, and David exe-
cuted true justice among all his people (II Sam. 8:15).14 
   At the same time, he was engaged in writing what would become the great-
est collections of poetic songs to God, the Book of Psalms, which would 
leave a mark on his own nation and others. It is quite appropriate that the 
sages chose Psalm 145 as the choicest of all psalms,15 as it encapsulates his 
desire to praise and bless God from the first words until its culmination. This 
entire psalm revolves around one word, barukh.16 At three significant points 
in the psalm, David invokes this word, but each time it builds on the previous 
until it reaches its crescendo: 1 I will praise You, my God and king, and bless 
your name forever. Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever 
(Ps. 145:1). All Your works shall praise You O Lord and Your faithful ones 
shall bless you (Ps. 145:10). All creatures shall bless His holy name forever 
and ever (Ps. 145:21). 
   David begins with a personal blessing of God, and hopes that he will find a 
way to convince those around him to bless as well.17 Halfway through the 
psalm, he succeeds in convincing the righteous ones of the world to bless 
God. The last verse of the psalm reflects David’s goal that all creations – not 
just him, not just the Israelites, not just the righteous, but all – will bless God 
forever.  
   In this regard, we understand the words of the prophet in depicting the 
greatness of David and in the transition from verse 10 about David and Israel 
to verse 11 where a surrounding nation would come and support David and 
his endeavors: David kept growing stronger, for the LORD, the God of Hosts, 
was with him. King Hiram of Tyre sent envoys to David with cedar logs, car-
penters, and stonemasons; and they built a palace for David. Thus David 
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knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel and had exalted 
his kingship for the sake of His people Israel (II Sam. 5:10-12). 
   We also appreciate the actions of King Hiram of Tyre, as he must have 
sensed the greatness of David and been affected by David’s ‘call’ to God in 
word and deed. Presumably, he planned to help David build the Temple of 
God, but when that did not come to fruition he instead helped David build his 
own palace. When Solomon, his close friend’s son, sought out his help in 
order to build the Temple, Hiram’s response is right in line with our story: 
   Solomon sent this message to Hiram: “You know that my father David 
could not build a house for the name of the LORD his God because of the 
enemies that encompassed him, until the LORD had placed them under the 
soles of his feet. But now the LORD my God has given me respite all around; 
there is no adversary and no mischance. And so I propose to build a house 
for the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD promised my father David, 
saying, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, shall build 
the house for My name.’ Please, then, give orders for cedars to be cut for me 
in the Lebanon. My servants will work with yours, and I will pay you any 
wages you may ask for your servants; for as you know, there is none among 
us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians.” When Hiram heard Sol-
omon’s message, he was overjoyed. “Barukh Hashem--Blessed be the 
LORD this day,” he said, “for granting David a wise son to govern this great 
people” (I Kgs. 5:16-25). 
 
SOLOMON AND THE QUEEN OF SHEBA 

   The culmination of our story,18 is the visit to Jerusalem and the Temple by 
the Queen of Sheba (I Kings 10). It represents the climax of God’s plan of 
investing in Abraham and his descendants who would continue calling out in 
God’s name, and do so to the point where God’s name would be heard and 
the nations would come to Jerusalem, to the Holy Temple.  
   Solomon takes over the monarchy and continues in the way of his father, 
spreading wisdom, Godliness, peace and prosperity. However, he takes it one 
fundamental step forward. The building of the Temple of God, the permanent 
resting place of the Divine Presence. I Kings 8 traces Solomon’s ideas for 
what should be the purpose of the Temple of God. The theme can be summa-
rized by two words, repeated over and over again, to parallel the experience 
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we have been seeing throughout the Bible, ve-ata tishma, and you God will 
hear. 
   After so many attempts to call out in the name of God, with so many minor 
successes, Solomon aims higher. A Temple with one mission, to call out con-
stantly in the name of God for all to hear. Solomon says that God Himself 
will hear the supplications of His nation in many different conditions: per-
sonal prayer, justice, sin and repentance, war, natural disaster, but ultimately 
he makes it clear what the goal would be for this endeavor: 
   Or if a foreigner who is not of Your people Israel comes from a distant land 
for the sake of Your name for they shall hear about Your great name and 
Your mighty hand and Your outstretched arm – when he comes to pray to-
ward this House, oh, hear in Your heavenly abode and grant all that the for-
eigner asks You for. Thus all the peoples of the earth will know Your name 
and revere You, as does Your people Israel; and they will recognize that Your 
name is attached to this House that I have built (I Kgs. 8:41-43). May the 
LORD our God be with us, as He was with our fathers. May He never aban-
don or forsake us. May He incline our hearts to Him, that we may walk in all 
His ways and keep the commandments, the laws, and the rules, which He 
enjoined upon our fathers (I Kgs. 8:57, 58) to the end that all the peoples of 
the earth may know that the LORD alone is God, there is no other (I Kgs. 
8:60). 
   Solomon indeed concludes his prayer with the same desire of his father 
David, the same desire of Abraham, Moshe and Joshua—to call out to the 
world and let them hear of the greatness of God in hope that they will re-
spond and come.  
   The narrative continues with an example of a gentile responding with the 
familiar “Barukh Hashem!” 
   The queen of Sheba heard of Solomon’s fame, through the name of the 
LORD, and she came to test him with hard questions. She arrived in Jerusa-
lem . . . When she came to Solomon, she asked him all that she had in mind. 
Solomon had answers for all her questions; there was nothing that the king 
did not know, to which he could not give her an answer. When the queen of 
Sheba observed all of Solomon’s wisdom, and the palace he had built . . . she 
was left breathless. She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own land 
about you and your wisdom was true. But I did not believe the reports until I 
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came and saw with my own eyes that not even the half had been told me; your 
wisdom and wealth surpass the reports that I heard. How fortunate are your 
men and how fortunate are these your courtiers, who are always in attend-
ance on you and can hear your wisdom! Blessed be the LORD your God, 
who delighted in you and set you on the throne of Israel. It is because of 
the LORD’s everlasting love for Israel that He made you king to administer 
justice and righteousness.” She presented the king with one hundred and 
twenty talents of gold... Then she and her attendants left and returned to her 
own land. (I Kgs. 10:1-10). 
   The queen of Sheba hears from afar, and comes. After testing Solomon she 
blesses him, and blesses God, gives him some gifts and returns to her king-
dom. She, like Melchizedek, Jethro, Rahab and Hiram, went back to her 
country and spoke of the blessings that reside with the People of Israel and 
the necessity to support and spread the name of the God of Israel throughout 
the world.  
   Unfortunately, Solomon could not sustain this level of service to God, he 
could not balance the role of agent of God with political leader and his confi-
dence that he would not be swayed by these outside influences was errone-
ous. King Solomon loved many foreign women in addition to Pharaoh’s 
daughter—Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Phoenician, and Hittite women . . . 
(I Kgs. 11:1). 
   The nation of Israel under Solomon was united, served God, settled the 
land in peace and prosperity and through the building of the Temple, called 
out in God’s name to the whole world. But this process must have staying 
power, it must exceed one person, one generation. For the plan to be fulfilled, 
there must be consistency in that call over a period of time such that the na-
tions of the world recognize God and join together with Israel in acknowledg-
ing and blessing God once and for all.  
 
CONCLUSION  

   The appearance of gentiles throughout the Bible who hear the call in God’s 
name and come to the Israelite camp, is intentional. It is God seeing His plan 
in motion. Each individual who “hears the call” and comes to the camp to 
experience the light of God through the Israelites and to bless God in re-
sponse advances the cause to spread God’s name in the world. Israel’s mis-
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sion, an extremely lofty one with great challenges and responsibilities, comes 
to partial fruition at critical moments in the Bible. Each time, however, it falls 
short of the desired goal, it lacks momentum and the great opportunity is 
missed. But there are certain moments of clarity, when many of the pieces of 
the puzzle come together. It is those times that Israel shines and some gen-
tiles hear that call, see the light and make the bold move to come to the Isra-
elite camp and bless Israel and God.  
   For almost two thousand years Jews were wandering, persecuted, sinning 
and unable to be united. The modern state of Israel has begun to steer Israel 
back on course. We are becoming more united than we have been in thou-
sands of years, we have more Torah learning and observance than we have 
had for many years. Sometimes our actions are filled with clarity to the point 
of calling out in God’s name to the world. Some people hear that call, and 
come to the people of Israel with their support, blessing Israel and blessing 
God.  
   When after 70 years the president of one of the strongest superpowers in 
the world acknowledges Jerusalem as our eternal capital, and when a pastor 
representing millions of gentiles blesses Israel and blesses God I cannot help 
but be optimistic. The biblical story took a dark break in exile, but has re-
turned in our day and age.  
   What an honor and what a great responsibility. May we continue to call out 
in God’s name and may the nations of the world continue to join us in bless-
ing God’s name forever and ever.  
 
 
NOTES 
1. This article is the result of a five-week lecture series in Krakow, Poland, in Polish, on the 
subject Biblical Personalities which focused exclusively on gentile biblical heroes and the role 
they played in Tanakh. Subsequently I have taught this as a stand-alone shiur entitled The Litmus 
Test of God’s Plan, whose sources can be found at: 
https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/147308?editor=1 
2. Founder and senior pastor at Cornerstone Church and founder of Christians United for Israel. 
3. A beautiful video of his speech can be found here: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hsidMNJT1M 
4. This is clearly seen when, in determining to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, God consults with 
Abraham. See Genesis 18:17, Shall I conceal from Abraham that which I plan to do, and specifi-
cally Hirsch’s comments on the verse relating to the mission: “How can I hide this from Abra-

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/147308?editor=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hsidMNJT1M
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ham? At the end of the day he too will be my agent on the land and it is right that he should 
know my decision in order that he will succeed in fulfilling his mission.” 
5. See Ha’keriah be’shem Hashem, Yehuda Rock, 
 https://etzion.org.il/he/%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%A9%D7%AA-%D7%9C%D7%9A-
%D7%9C%D7%9A-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%90%D7%94-
%D7%91%D7%A9%D7%9D-%D7%94 where he uses the Rashbam’s interpretation of verse 3 
to delineate the mission of Abraham to instruct the world about God. 
6. Genesis 12:8,9; 13:3,4; 13:17,18. All these verses focus on the self-assigned Abrahamic mis-
sion to call out in God’s name.  
7. Of course the Bible continues with significant personalities and major events; however, I 
believe that after 2 Kings chapter 11, Israel regresses, never reaching the ideal it found under 
Solomon. The return to Zion is clearly an important juncture and the personality of Cyrus as the 
Persian king who acts righteously to Israel is certainly to be acknowledged. Indeed, he also en-
gages in bringing the world closer to the recognition of God (see II Chronicles 36:23, the last 
verse in the Bible), yet my analysis focuses on the true climax of God’s plan, the first time, with 
the erection of the Temple of God during the reign of Solomon. 
8. Most gentiles simply return to their lands without mention of any proselytizing. The assump-
tion that they preached the God message to their countrymen is my own. 
9. My grandfather, Rabbi Joseph Baumol Ztz’l, was fond of quoting the Lubliner Rav’s com-
mentary on this section. It is not happenstance that the location of the meeting is emek ha-shaveh 
(valley of equals), as the kings at that moment were convinced that Abraham, the holy man of 
peace, had changed. Suddenly, he is atop a camel charging at the enemy. If so, the king of Sod-
om says, we are similar, let’s do business. Precisely at this point Melchizedek, king of Shalem 
brings out bread and wine—the only two foods that when they undergo a change the blessing 
does not change to a lower level but to a higher one. So too, with Abraham.  
10. Commentaries abound on the moniker “God Most High.” Traditional commentaries associate 
this with the God of the Hebrews primarily because Abraham himself does so a few verses later. 
See Radak, Ramban and Rabbi David Tzvi Hoffman to Genesis 14:18; Shadal there argues that 
while he believed in the God Most High, it did not mean that he did not still worship other idols. 
11. For an interesting analysis on the comparison between these two towering figures, see Bein 
hahitgalut le’Avraham le’hitgalut le’Moshe, Tamir Granot in Virtual bet Midrash: 
https://www.google.com/search?q=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8
%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIL575PL575&
oq=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C
%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&aqs=chrome..69i57.8542j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 
12. Some sources: Jethro the Convert, Moshe Reiss, 
 http://jbq.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/412/jbq_41_2_jethroreiss.pdf;  
an excellent survey of the subject can be found in Hillel Novetsky’s alhatorah.org here: 
 http://alhatorah.org/Yitro_%E2%80%93_Religious_Identity  
13. Yael the Kenite lives amongst the Israelites during the period of the Judges. During a critical 
battle she risks her life to kill the enemy of the Israelites. She does not say why she does this, nor 
does the ‘bless God’ but is it not possible (probable?) that Yael, who might be a descendant of 
Jethro, learned of the message of Yitro and understood at that moment to act with clarity? 

https://etzion.org.il/he/%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%A9%D7%AA-%D7%9C%D7%9A-%D7%9C%D7%9A-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%90%D7%94-%D7%91%D7%A9%D7%9D-%D7%94
https://etzion.org.il/he/%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%A9%D7%AA-%D7%9C%D7%9A-%D7%9C%D7%9A-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%90%D7%94-%D7%91%D7%A9%D7%9D-%D7%94
https://etzion.org.il/he/%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%A9%D7%AA-%D7%9C%D7%9A-%D7%9C%D7%9A-%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%90%D7%94-%D7%91%D7%A9%D7%9D-%D7%94
https://www.google.com/search?q=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIL575PL575&oq=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&aqs=chrome..69i57.8542j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIL575PL575&oq=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&aqs=chrome..69i57.8542j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIL575PL575&oq=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&aqs=chrome..69i57.8542j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIL575PL575&oq=%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F+%D7%90%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%94%D7%9D+%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%94&aqs=chrome..69i57.8542j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://jbq.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/412/jbq_41_2_jethroreiss.pdf
http://alhatorah.org/Yitro_%E2%80%93_Religious_Identity
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14. Those values are alluded to in the repetition of two words meant to encapsulate the character 
of both Abraham and David, mishpat (judgement) and tzedek (justice). Abraham is called a man 
who does tzedaka umishpat (Genesis 18:19) while David is described above as executing mish-
pat u’tzedaka to his nation.  
15. TB Berakhot 4b “All who recite [psalm 145] three times a day is promised the world to 
come”. 
16. Dr. Meir Weiss, Tehillah L’David in Yovel Shai (Ramat Gan: Bar Ilan Publishing, 1958), pp. 
185–207;  
17. For an extensive analysis on this psalm, see Jacob Bazak, Structures and Contents in the 
Psalms (Jerusalem: Dvir Publishing, 1984), pp. 11–49. See also Zeev Breuer, Tehilla L’David: A 
Literary Analysis of Psalm 145 in Sefer Hayovel of Rabbi Mordechai Breuer, vol. 2, pp. 15–27; 
and Amos Chacham, ed., Sefer Tehillim, vol. 2, pp. As well as my own contribution in The Poet-
ry of Prayer, Gefen Publishing, Jerusalem 2009, chapter 9. 
18. If the plan was to use Abraham and his descendants as agents to bring all people back to 
God, then this chapter represents the pinnacle of that endeavor. This would usher in an era of 
‘God consciousness’ hitherto unknown to Man, were it not for the unfortunate events of the next 
chapter, as will be explained. The greatest missed opportunity in the Bible. 
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