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WHERE WAS THE MOUNTAIN OF GOD?

BY DAVID FAIMAN

INTRODUCTION

According to I Kings 19 the prophet Elijah visited Mt. Sinai. Presumably his

knowledge of the Torah together with familiarity with the terrain enabled him to

find his way. Josephus too, writing nearly a millenium later, appears to have

known the whereabouts of this mountain which he refers to, n Contrq Apionem

2, 25, as being "between Egypt and Arabia." But thereafter, witlt the onset of the

diaspora, knowledge of the exact whereabouts of Mt. Sinai appears to have been

lost.

Following early Christian tradition, nineteenth century explorers sought it in
the south of the Sinai peninsula. Burckhardt, 1 for example, thought that Gebel

Serbal was the biblical Mt. Sinai, but Robinson2 preferred Gebel Musa.

In the present century speculation has ranged further afield. Wiegand3

suggested, that Mt. Sinai was in the north of the peninsula at Gebel Yi'allaq

whereas Jarvisa preferred the nearby Gebel Halal. More recently Har-815 has

proposed a central Sinai location, identifying the biblical Mt. Sinai with Gebel

Sinn Bishr.

There have also been proposals which remove Mt. Sinai from the Sinai

peninsula entirely! Two suggestions for locations in Transjordan came frorn

Beke6 who argued for Gebel Baggir, and from NielsenT who placed it at Petra.

There are even proposed locations in Saudi Arabia. Musil,s for example, having

suggested Se'ib al harob, and Koenige the far-flung Hala'l Bedr. Mt. Sinai has

also been located in Israel - Anatir0 having recently suggested that the

mountain of God is Har Karkom in the Negev.

The reason why modern scholars cannot agree on the location of Mt. Sinai -
and the above selection of examples is by no means complete - is that they make

no attempt to comply with all the information the Bible offers regarding its
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