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THE SEVENTY ISRAELITES WHO WENT TO EGYPT 
 

DAVID GOLLUB 
 

   There is a classic dispute among the traditional commentators regarding 
who exactly were the seventy Israelites who went to Egypt mentioned in 
Genesis 46:27, the members of Jacob's family, which went to Egypt, were 
seventy in all.1  
   We have separate counts of the children of each of Jacob’s four wives: 
Leah’s children 33, Zilpah’s children 16, Rachel’s children 14, Bilhah’s chil-
dren 7, for a total of 70. The complication arises regarding the thirty three 
children of Leah. While Genesis 46:15 states, These are the sons of Leah 
whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, in addition to Dinah his daughter. 
All the people – his sons and daughters – numbered thirty three; actually 
thirty four names are mentioned. The name list includes Judah’s sons Er and 
Onan who died in the land of Canaan (Gen. 46:12), so the number now goes 
down to thirty two. Who then is the thirty third offspring of Leah who went 
down to Egypt? 
   TB Baba Batra 123b states, “So said Rabbi Ḥama bar Ḥanina: This missing 
person is Jochebed, whose conception was on the journey (to Egypt), and she 
was born within the walls (i.e., in Egypt), as it is stated: (And the name of 
Amram’s wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi,) who was born to Levi in 
Egypt (Num. 26:59). Her birth was in Egypt, but her conception was not in 
Egypt.” This is the opinion brought by Rashi, Rashbam, Ramban and Radak 
in their commentaries to Genesis 46:15.  
   Ibn Ezra to Genesis 46:27, states that Jacob himself was the seventieth per-
son. As Genesis 46:8 states, Now these are the names of the children of Israel 
who were coming to Egypt – Jacob and his children . . . Similarly, Genesis 
46:27, All the people in Jacob’s household who came to Egypt – seventy. 
Jacob is certainly part of his household. 
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   The complication is that Genesis 46:15 states, All the people – his sons and 
daughters – numbered thirty three, which seems to exclude Jacob himself. 
Ibn Ezra explains that the intention of that verse is to say “all the people, his 
sons and daughters along with him himself, numbered thirty three.” 
   There is another possibility. Genesis 46:15 states, These are the sons of 
Leah whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, in addition to Dinah his 
daughter. All the people – his sons and daughters – numbered thirty three. 
The wording in Hebrew regarding Dinah is v’et Dinah, “and Dinah.” This 
form is not used for anyone else on the list. Even the other female offspring 
in the list, Serach the daughter of Asher, is not introduced in this way. Gene-
sis 46:17 states that the children of Asher included v’Serach achotam, “and 
Serach their sister,” with no v’et. This is why the English translation of the 
Dinah verse has “in addition to Dinah” rather than simply “and Dinah.” This 
change in wording can indicate that Dinah is to be left out of the count, leav-
ing thirty one. The number thirty three is then reached by adding Er and 
Onan as counted in the list of offspring even though they died previously.  
   Why should Dinah not be included in the count? Because only the male 
children and grandchildren of Jacob are counted. This obviates a major im-
probability in the count – that Jacob’s descendants include 67 males and two 
females – a seeming statistical impossibility. Rather, the convention followed 
here is that female offspring are not included in the counts, and most are not 
named at all. This is true of the descendants of Leah, Bilhah and Rachel, in 
46:15,22 and 25 – only sons are named. All three counts end the list of off-
spring by stating “kol nefesh,” prior to the count, as in Genesis 46: 15, 22, 
and 25. In 46:15 the reading is All the people – his sons and daughters – 
numbered thirty three. The phrase his sons and daughters does not appear in 
Genesis 46:22 and 25 – but having been first stated in 46:15 – the original 
utterance – the implication is that these counts all suggest daughters, even 
though no females are counted. 
   Serach however is included in the count of Zilpah’s children, where a for-
mula is used not found among the other wives of Jacob. Genesis 46:18 ends 
by saying These were the descendants of Zilpah, whom Laban had given to 
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his daughter Leah. These she bore to Jacob –16 persons (nafesh). Nafesh 
appears after the count. Kol nefesh does not appear. This indicates a subtle 
shift in the counting methodology, in this case the inclusion of one woman. 
   The question remains, why was Serach included in the count and not Di-
nah? Serach is mentioned three times, twice in the Torah and also in 1 Chron-
icles 7:30. In Genesis and Chronicles she is described as "their sister" and in 
Numbers 26:46, she is "named" separately (as are the outstanding daughters 
of Zelaphchad in their story), And Asher's daughter was called Serach. All of 
this suggests that she was an outstanding character for some reason, consid-
ered similar to her brothers in importance.2 On the other hand, Dinah is never 
an outstanding character in any way, only a silent victim in the entire narra-
tive of Shechem. She neither is associated with her brothers as "their sister" 
in the genealogy table nor merits inclusion as an individual.3  
 
NOTES 
1. In this article we will not deal with the possibility that the numbers mentioned are meant to be 
symbolic. For this view, see Moshe Shammah, Recalling the Covenant (Jersey City, New Jersey: 
KTAV, 2011), p. 224. 
2. This is the textual starting point for the many midrashic stories about Serach. See Moshe 
Reiss, “Serah Bat Asher in Rabbinic Literature” JBQ 42:1 (January 2014), pp. 45-51. 
3. R. Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin in his HaEmek Davar, Genesis 46:7 notes that it is inconceivable 
that Jacob had only two female offspring, Dinah and Serach. He explains that the other female 
descendants “were not mentioned by name because there was no reason pertaining to the Israel-
ite nation.” In his view Dinah was mentioned and counted because she was special, but he does 
not explain why Serach was mentioned.  
 

 
 
 

Full text of articles from Volumes 1 - 47 is availa-
ble for download on our website: 

http://jbq.jewishbible.org/jbq-past-issues/ 
 

 
 

http://jbq.jewishbible.org/jbq-past-issues/


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



